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THE PALOMARES FAMILY OF CALIFORNIA 

BY H. D. BARROWS. 

The ancestor of all the Palomares of Alta California was 
Cristobal Palomares, a native of Spain, who came to Alamo, 
Mexico, with his father. From there Cristobal came as a sol- 
dier to Monterey in the early part of this century. 

A daughter of this patriarch, the venerable Doña Josefa Palo- 
mares de Arenas, now 85 years of age, is still (March, 1900) 
a resident of this city. From her I have lately obtained inter- 
esting data relating to the family, which is numerous, under the 
same and other names, both here and in Santa Clara county ; and 
also concerning her somewhat romantic life. 

Cristobal Palomares was married in Monterey to Benedita 
5>ainz. Afterwards he moved to Santa Barbara, and later to 
Los Angeles, where he resided till his death. 

The following is a list of the children of Cristobal Palomares, 
and of the persons to whom they were married, as given me by 
Doña Josefa: (i)Barbara, married P. Alvarado; (2) Concepción 
married Antonio Lopez; (3) Rosaria, married Bernardo Hig- 
uera; (4) Dolores, married Jose Ramirez; (5) Estefana, mar- 
ried Yg. Machado; (6) Josefa (still living), married first to José 
M. Abila, and second to Luis Arenas;, (7) Pilar, died young; 
(8) Maria de Jesus, married F. Figueroa; (9) Ygnacio, mar- 
ried Concepción Lopes ; ( 10) Francisco, married Margarita Pa- 
checo; (11) Luis; (12) Cristobal, born 1836. 

Ygnacio, who lived many years on his rancho, San José, 
which included the site of the present town of Pomona, and who 
died there in '82, was one of Doña Josefa's brothers. He was 
also grantee of Azusa rancho. 

Doña Josefa, who is a native of Los Angeles, was born in 
18 1 5. She was married when 15 years of age to José Maria 
Abila (who in 1825 was Alcalde of Los Angeles), the chivalrous 
young Californian whom Prof. Polley has not inaptly called a 
modern "Alcibiades," and who was killed in the encounter be- 
tween the forces of San Diego and Los Angeles with Gov. Vic- 
toria at Cahuenga in 1831, when, at the same time, Captain Ro- 
mualdo Pacheco (father of Gov. Romualdo Pacheco), was also 
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killed, both good and valuable citizens. The people of this part 
of the territory, feeling that they had abundant cause to resist 
the oppressive acts of Victoria, had risen in rebellion; and, as a 
result of the hostile meeting at Cahuenga, Gov. Victoria was 
driven out of the country. 

Señora Palomares de Arenas retains a very vivid remem- 
brance of the exciting events of that day, nearly 70 years ago, 
when she, then only 16 years of age, lost within a few hours, 
both her dashing, chivalrous husband, and her aged father; for 
her father was at the time very ill, and the shock he received 
from hearing, of the tragic end of his son-in-law, caused his 
own death the same day. 

Shortly, or two or three months after their death, the be- 
reaved young widow gave birth to a posthumous child. 

Gov. Victoria was seriously wounded at Cahuenga and he 
retired to San Gabriel, where he voluntarily resigned his office 
and left the country, and his tyranical administration of the af- 
fairs of the territory came to an end; and thus, the revolution 
was successful, Pio Pico becoming Victoria's successor. 

Four years after the death of Señora Abila's first husband, 
she married Luis Arenas. 

The children of this second marriage are: Josefa, married 
to J. M. Miller; Amparo, married to L. Schiappa Pietra; Luisa, 
married to L. Stanchfield ; Amelia, married to Charles Ross. 

Although Mrs. Abila-Arenas from advanced age is quite 
infirm, as is natural, she is still a fine looking woman. She re- 
tains the clear use of her mental faculties; her reminiscences of 
the olden times of fifty, sixty and seventy years ago are exceed- 
ingly interesting. 
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